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BIRDS OBSERVED AND TAPE-RECORDED ALONG THE RIO TAPICHE, LORETO, PERU
7 FEBRUARY-3 MARCH 1997

R. Haven Wiley (with contributions by J. Bishop and T. Struhsaker)

Revised 20 October 2004 after a review of notes and recordings
Second revision 12 March 2015 after review of field notes and new resources

DELETIONS . ..

Tinamus tao DELETED (no vocalizations heard -- also see note for Tinamus major)
Ortygonax nigricans DELETED (insufficient information)

Ciccaba virgata DELETED (see note for Ciccaba nigrolineata)

Glaucidium hardyi DELETED (insufficient information)

Caprimulgus parvulus DELETED (see note for Nyctipolus nigrescens)
Thamnophilus doliatus DELETED (insufficient information)

Mionectes macconnellii DELETED (see note for Mionectes oleagineus)

Sirystes sibilator DELETED (insufficient information)

Conirostrum bicolor DELETED (misidentified female Nemosia pileata)

Field notes continue to CONFIRM IDENTIFICATIONS of . . .

Spizaetus (Spizastur) melanoleucus, Buteogallus (Harpyhaliaetus) solitarius, Coccyzus cinereus, Poecilotriccus calopterus,
Tolmomyias traylori, Contopus cooperi, Xenopipo atronitens, Pheugopaedius (Thryothorus) coraya, Sporophila luctuosa,
Sporophila nigricollis, and others below.

Field notes also indicate NEW IDENTIFICATIONS for several observations that could not be identified in 1997 . ..
Spizaetus tyrannus (soaring bird recorded)

Zebrilus undulatus (one flew across a narrow blackwater channel)

Myrmeciza fortis (songs recorded)

Rhegmatorhina melanosticta (sang near army ants)

Dendroplex kienerii (characteristic song heard once in varzea)

Pipra fasciicauda (male resembling subsp saturata in a fruiting tree, not expected this far east)

Neopelma (presumably sulphureiventer, now known to occur just west of the Ucayali),

Turdus sanchezorum (one singing in varzea)

Cacicus (Clypicterus) oseryi (distinctive display heard)

Many notes in the following list have also been updated.

Habitats included margins of rivers, channels, and cochas, varzea, restingas (slightly higher ground
on former river levees in varzea), aguajals (Mauritia swamps), and terra firme (restricted to low
ridges east of the river)

Almost all of the area surveyed lies within the floodplain of the Rio Ucayali, so within the past few
hundred years parts of the area probably lay both east and west of the course of the river. Thus
there might be persisting remnants or mixtures of populations now mostly separated by the river.

R = number of entries in my notebooks (a rough index of frequency of encounters)
G = number of tape-recordings

All recordings and observations (unless otherwise noted) were at locations between
the mouth of the Rio Blanco (5-35 S, 73-50 W) and the town of San Pedro (5-55 S 74-05 W)

Nomenclature conforms with SACC (12 March 2015) with variants from Schulenberg et al. (2010).

Family Genus Species R G Notes
TINAMIDAE Tinamus major 3 1 some large tinamous had gray head, neck, and underparts
TINAMIDAE Crypturellus cinereus 10 7
TINAMIDAE Crypturellus soui 2

TINAMIDAE Crypturellus undulatus 14 3
ANHIMIDAE Anhima cornuta 28 1
ANATIDAE Cairina moschata 28

CRACIDAE Ortalis guttata 12 1
CRACIDAE Penelope jacquacu 3
PHALACROCORACIDAE Phalacrocorax brasilianus 7
ANHINGIDAE Anhinga anhinga 17
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cayana
major 29
ani 2
choliba 13
watsonii 3
cristata 1
perspicillata

nigrolineata 1
brasilianum 24
grandis 4
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near the mouth of the Rio Tapiche

one observed low overhead; conspicuous bright orange
cere and buteonine shape excluded young Leptodon and
the next species; generally rare

nest with adult nearby

(Rostrhamus)
one attacked an understory flock
(Leucopternis)

(Harpyhaliaetus) one adult carefully observed in flight:
relatively narrow central tail-band and slaty color
excluded Buteogallus uruitinga; shape, size (in close
comparison with Osprey), and yellow legs excluded other
dark species; not expected 100 km from the Andes

definitely trumpeters, but species not confirmed

(Piaya)
gray coloration and tail pattern excluded other
possibilities, not the expected season for this species

vocalizations originally misidentified
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(Caprimulgus) clearly observed perched and in flight,
originally misidentified

observed at close range bathing in the river one morning,
brown coloration, pale throat, nearly uniform back and
rump, north of the Rio Blanco (about 4-25 S)

blackish throat and small size

carefully observed pair with chestnut caps

dark bills seen clearly on two birds
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including a pair at a nest cavity

shrubs in water at edges of cochas

nest with two eggs
distinctive song of rising doublets
heard once briefly

pair observed closely

distraction display indicated a nest

parrolet identified by size, shape, and calls in flight, no
red or yellow on wings

two flocks included individuals with completely black
crowns; other individuals (presumably immatures) had
crowns mottled with black; Pionites were scarce during
this survey and leucogaster (the species expected east of
the Ucayali) was not observed

these two Thamnomanes species were scarce in the
restinga forests near the Tapiche -- all vocalizations were
typical of schistogynus and saturninus
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littoralis 9
leucocephala 2
leucophaius 13
similis 15
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luteiventris 1
sulphuratus 23
lictor 19
pitangua 12
melancholicus 18
savana 9
tyrannus
tuberculifer
cinnamomeus
citriniventris
spadiceus
purpurata
ornatus
maynana
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observed at a nest in the top of a Cecropia beside a cocha

displaying bird lacked wing bars and tertial edgings
(suggesting macconnellii) but had vocalizations typical of
oleagineus

clearly observed, rather dull underparts probably
excluded modestus

tiny bird with conspicuous pattern in shrubs beside a
cocha

at least one identified by strongly hoarse quality and
typical shape of notes

one bird with dark olive vest and white ventral stripe in
clear view atop a tree in flooded forest
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one bird observed closely, entirely black plumage,
shortish tail, short bill, and size excluded similar becards
and tanagers

possibly pyrocephalus

scattered birds sang in riverside crowns

(Thryothorus)

(Thryothorus) individuals of both species observed and
typical vocalizations heard; coraya not expected east of
the Ucayali

(Thryothorus)

(Oryzoborus)
flock of 5 clearly observed
male observed in tall grass near a village
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twice in female or basic plumage, once or twice males in
nearly full alternate plumage

(Ocyalus)
cayanensis/chrysocephalus intergrade with yellow nape
but black crown

(icterus)
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